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the dance keeping on all through with tireless energy. The
h&ria, however, frequently imbibed tells at last, and the sword
and the shield dance perforce gives way to the quieter per-
formace of the girls- quieter however, only as regards the steps
the ceaseless beating of the tom-toms and the shrill notes of
the horns and flutes going on unceasingly.
2.    The Tharus.
On the southern fringe of Nepal stands the territory
known as Tharvat (Tirhut), the homeland of the Tharus. They
are a backward people, most of them, now, farm labourers
though once they owned the very land they now till for their
masters. A sumptuous feast with liberal potations of strong
liquor is sufficient to extract anything from them and much
of their fertile land, it is said, changed hands for a few feasts
of this type. They have Mongolian features and a fair
complexion. Except beaf they eat any flesh.
Their women are very hard-working. They do not
observe purda and freely mix with men. It is said of the
Bihari that if he is permitted to stand he will try to sit and
if permitted to sit, he will try to lie down! But the indus-
trious Tharu woman in contrast to the proverbially indolent
Bihari, tries to avoid sitting when working. She prefers to
be on her legs.
The Tharus have no mixed dances. Women indulge in
dancing only on rare occasions and that too, when privacy
is assured. The males have no group-dancing. They have
trained parties like the Radha dancers of Ratnagiri district.
These parties have keen competition whenever they meet.
In marriage ceremonies the dance is considered indis-
pensable and a well-to-do Tharu would have it performed to-
celebrate the birth of a child or such other happy event.
In Phalgun these parties go from house to house giving their
performances, as is done in Maharashtra.
A smart youth with long hair is selected to act as-
Radha, Another youngster is dressed as Krishna, \rith the
typical head-dress, the dhoti, the shoulder piece and the shela
round the waist, and holding a flute in his hands as if playing.